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Oxfordshire County Council

Mill Lane Community Primary School

The Windmill Community Nursery
Mill Lane   Chinnor   Oxfordshire   OX39 4RF

Head Teacher  Miss Tineke van der Ploeg

Telephone/fax 01844 352106

e-mail office.2465@mill-lane.oxon.sch.uk

Term 5                                                                                                                                                      Monday 13th April 2026
Dear Parents / Carers,
Welcome back to the final two terms of the year. Hopefully everyone has had a relaxing and enjoyable break and are looking forward to the next term which promise to be another action-packed term. A list of events can be found at the end of this letter.
Staffing

I am sure you join me in welcoming Ms Karen Foord and Mrs Lucy Horn to the Mill Lane teaching team. They will be working in Year 1. Karen Foord will be working on Monday and Tuesday and Lucy Horn will be teaching the rest of the week. At the end of the year, Mrs Saskia Sharkey will be taking a year off as she is going on maternity leave. We wish her and her family all the best for the forthcoming year. 
May Day Celebrations

This year Mill Lane’s May Day celebrations will take place on Wednesday 6th May at 9.15am. The celebration will take place on the KS2 playground where we will crown our own May King and Queen. Come and watch the Year 5 entertain us with traditional maypole dancing and have the opportunity to ‘have a go’ with the Year 5 afterwards. Instead of bringing flowers or plants to present to the May Queen, we are asking instead for a donation towards our Gruffland project – any small change will be gratefully received. 
SATs / Assessments

The Year 6 children will be taking their KS2 SATs during the whole of the week beginning Monday 11th May. The Year 6 children can only take the SATS tests during this week and therefore it is really important that they attend school every day. SATs for children in Year 2 during May is optional. As a school, we have decided to carry out our own in-house assessments which we use throughout the rest of the school. Assessments for the Year 2 – 5 children will take place over a two-week period at the start of term 6. The Year 1 have to take a Phonics Test which looks at how well children recognise and blend sounds. This test has to take place during the week beginning Monday 8th June. Finally, the Year 4 children have to take the national multiplication check which tests their ability to recall their timestables quickly. This will take place in the first 2 weeks of term 6.
Uniform

Now we are in the Summer Term, don’t worry I am sure we will soon have sunny weather; I just want to remind you about how to keep safe in the warmer weather. We would ask that you keep to the following guidelines:
· Children must not wear open toe sandals or sling backs for health and safety reasons. 
· Children need to wear appropriate clothing to protect them from the sun, it is important that they do not wear tops with thin straps e.g. for P.E. We also ask that children do not wear short shorts or short skirts. 

· Children should have a named sun hat / cap and a water bottle with water. Sun cream should be named and cannot be shared between children in order to safeguard those children with allergies. We are also unable to administer sun cream to children so you might want to demonstrate this to them, so they are able to apply sun cream on their own.

Smartphone Free & Screen Smart
On Monday 13th April, the KS2 children will have a workshop led by the Papaya charity. The children will look at the link between smartphones, screens and wellbeing. The children will critically evaluate their technology use and its impact on themselves and society. This is another step on the school’s journey to becoming a smartphone free school. 
Zones of Regulation 

This term we will be introducing ‘Zones of Regulation’ across the school. The zones of regulation is a framework that helps children identify and manage their emotions and behaviours using 4 colour-coded zones: blue, green, yellow and red. Each zone represents a different level of energy and emotional state. 
Blue zone: Represents low-energy states such as sadness, tiredness, boredom. Children in this zone may need strategies to increase alertness and engagement.
Green zone: Represents calm, focused, and ready-to-learn states. Emotions like happiness, contentment and feeling relaxed all fall here. This is the optimal zone for learning and social interaction.
Yellow zone: Represents heightened emotions that are not yet out of control, such as frustration, anxiety, excitement or silliness. Children in this zone may need strategies to regain control and focus.

Red zone: Represents intense emotions that may require immediate intervention, such as anger, fear, or extreme excitement. Children in this zone often need strong coping strategies to return to a safer, more regulate state.

Using this framework provides children with a common language to describe their feelings, helping them to recognise emotional triggers and choose appropriate coping strategies
Forest School
Unfortunately, over the holidays the Forest School area was damaged by people coming on to the school ground. They broke into the shed and stole all of the tools, food and firelighters. In addition, they set fire to some of the furniture, ripped open the beanbags and basically threw around a lot of the wood and equipment. This means that we won’t be able to hold forest school sessions this week as we clear up the area and make it safe. As the tools were stolen, if you have any spare garden tools, they would be gratefully received by the forest school team.
Year 4 Camp Out

At the end of this term, the Year 4 children will be taking part in the annual Class 4 camp out. On the last 3 days of term, they will set up tents on the field and will spend 2 nights sleeping in the tents and during the day they will take part in outdoor activities. Fingers crossed for some lovely, warm sunny weather. The camp out will finish at 12.30pm on the Friday.
Yours sincerely,  
Tineke van der Ploeg

Diary Dates:
Term 5  

Monday 13th April: Children return to school  
Monday 13th April: KS2 managing use of technologies workshop

Tuesday 14th April: 6pm Kilvrough meeting for current Year 5 children
Friday 17th April: 9am Year 6 Kilvrough Assembly  

Monday 4th May: Bank Holiday  - School closed  

Wednesday 6th May: 9.15am School May Day celebrations  
Thursday 7th May: Year 2 & 4 trip to Oxford
Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May: Year 6 SATs   

Wednesday 13th May: 7pm New Reception parents meeting 
Tuesday 19th May: Year 6 IMPS workshop 

Wednesday 20th May to Friday 22nd May: Year 4 camp out  

Friday 22nd May: Last day of term  

  

Term 6  

Monday 1st June: School closed – INSET day

Tuesday 2nd June: Children return to school  

Tuesday 2nd to Friday 5th June: Year 4 multiplication check  

Monday 8th June to Friday 12th June: Year 1 & 2 phonics screening check  

  

Thursday 18th June: KS2 Thame Partnership Sports event  

Monday 22nd June to Friday 26th June: Assessment week (children will complete their end of year tests)  

Friday 3rd July: Class swap day  

Tuesday 7th July: Reports go out  

Wednesday 8th July: 6pm – 7.30pm Meet your child’s new teacher evening  

Friday 10th July: 9.30am Sports Day  

Monday 13th July: 10am Year 5 & 6 dress rehearsal  

Wednesday 15th July: 2pm & 7pm Year 5 & 6 performance  

Friday 17th July: 1pm Leavers Assembly  

                             1.45pm Early Closing (no after school club)  

                             Last day of term  

  

More information about each of the events will be sent nearer the time.  

  

Term Dates 2025 - 2026       

Term 5: Monday 13th April 2026 to Friday 22nd May 2026     

Bank Holiday 4th May 2026     

     

Term 6: Tuesday 2nd June 2026 to Friday 17th July 2026 (1.45pm finish)     

INSET Day Monday 1st June & Monday 21st July     

   

  

Term Dates 2026 – 2027  

Term 1: Thursday 3rd September 2026 to Friday 23rd October 2026  

INSET Days Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September, also Friday 2nd October  

  

Term 2: Tuesday 2nd November 2026 to Friday 18th December 2026 (1.45pm finish)  

  

Term 3:  Tuesday 5th January 2027 to Friday 12th February 2027  

INSET Monday 4th January 2027  

  

Term 4: Monday 22nd February 2027 to Thursday 25th March 2027 (1.45pm finish)  

  

Term 5: Monday 12th April 2027 to Friday 28th May 2027  

Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May 2027  

  

Term 6: Tuesday 8th June 2027 to Wednesday 21st July 2027 (1.45pm finish)  

INSET Monday 7th June 2027  
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