
STORY MOUNTAIN
PROBLEM

BUILD UP

OPENING

ENDING

RESOLUTION

Introduce 
your main 
character

How will you 
start your story?

Where is your 
story set?

Reveal 
clues?

Give the 
reader 

excitement!

What happens 
next?

What is the 
dilemma?

Is there a 
disagreement?

What verbs can 
you use? E.g.

•	 Unfortunately
•	 Sadly

•	 Disastrously

How is the 
problem 
solved?

Is there a 
hero?

Have 
characters 
changed?

Is there a 
happily 

ever after?

Use this sheet to plan your 
Crazy Creatures story :
•	The	opening	–	introduce	the	setting	and	character(s)	–	
you	could	even	start	with	‘Once	Upon	a	Time’

•	Build	the	story	up	–	what	event	happens	to	keep	the	
reader	wanting	to	know	more?

•	What	problem	or	dilemma	happens	and	how	will	the	
writer	find	a	solution?

•	Resolution	–	how	is	the	problem	solved?
•	The	ending	–	do	they	all	live	happily	ever	after?	Is	it	a	
cliff-hanger	ending?	Or	something	else…
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Is there a 
cliff-hanger?


