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The Windmill Community Nursery
Mill Lane   Chinnor   Oxfordshire   OX39 4RF

Head Teacher  Miss Tineke van der Ploeg

Telephone/fax 01844 352106

e-mail office.2465@mill-lane.oxon.sch.uk

Tuesday 26th September 2023
Dear Parents / Carers,

Welcome back to the start of a new and exciting year at Mill Lane. Apologies for the lateness of our first newsletter.
It has been a very busy start to the year and unfortunately, I have to pass on the news that Mrs Donna Scarlett will be leaving us at the end of this week as she takes the opportunity to spend more time with her family. Mrs Scarlett has been a valuable member of the Reception Class team and she will be sorely missed. Fortunately, we have been lucky enough to appoint a very experienced teaching assistant to join the Reception Class team. Mrs Angela Oakley will be starting after half term. We also have a new caretaker, who has joined the school. His name is Graeme Hemming. In the next few weeks we will also be welcoming Mrs Sian Kelly to KS1. Below is a list of the members of staff working in each class:
Nursery: Amanda Payne, Bev Hardstaff, Emma Rockall, Amanda Maxwell

Reception: Suzie Pocock, Mia Neasham, Sarah Kennedy, Michelle Morgan, Angela Oakley
Class 1: Nicky Palmer, Debbie Godfrey, Lynne Worley, Sarah Thompson, Sian Kelly

Class 2: Lottie Jones, Ben Davies, Claire O’Brien, Sian Kelly, Sarah Thompson

Class 3: Polly Sheppard, Juliette Richards, Andrea Leavesley

Class 4: Ali Kershaw, Sheryl Hipwell, Ruby Matthews
Class 5: Imogen Rea, Sarah Richardson
Class 6: Amanda Moseley, Alison Bird, Sue Sheen
Admin Team: Jackie Wingrove, Caroline Hiley, Matthew Wingrove

Caretaker: Graeme Hemming
Cooks: Amanda Walker, Jackie Evans

School drop off and collection
Please take care when dropping off your children and please do not drop off your child or stop in front of the school gates. White’s Field car park is always busy at the start and end of the day so could I remind you to take care when using the car park. 
Children arriving after 9.00am need to enter the school via the main entrance and reception. Children arriving after 9.30am will be marked as absent for that session. If your child is unwell, please ring the school as soon as possible (preferably before 9.30am) and inform us of the reason for the absence so we can maintain accurate records. 
Scooters and Bikes

We are more than happy for the children to ride their bikes or scooters to school. However, if your child brings a scooter or bike they should not ride it at any time on school grounds; this includes the pathway which runs alongside White’s Field as this is generally very busy with adults and children and is not very wide. The children should also not ride their scooters or bicycles on the path at the front of the school or through the main gates. When children ride a bike to school, they must wear a cycle helmet. Children can park their bikes and scooters in the racks outside of the hall.
Breakfast club / After school club
Mrs Hipwell, Mrs Worley, Mrs Leavesley and Mrs Walker continue to run our breakfast club. Children can arrive at the breakfast club any time after 8am and they need to go to the big hall via the front entrance. You must book to use the breakfast club as it gets very busy. The cost for the breakfast club is £1.
The school continues to run an after-school club every day from 3.00pm – 5.30pm. The club takes place in the big hall. The children do a range of activities and the cost is £9.00. Mrs Leavesley, Mr Davies, Mrs Thompson and Mrs Worley supervise the club on various days between them and you need to book online to secure a place. The school’s booking system will show how many places are available for every given session at breakfast and after school club.
The school is closed on Friday 6th October for an INSET day. We will be offering a holiday club for this day if there is a big enough demand. You will be able to book onto this using the online booking system.
School Photographs

This year the school photographer will be in Tuesday 21st November. On this day the photographer will be taking individual children’s photos as well as sibling groups. Due to very few people buying class photographs over the last few years, the photographer will only be taking class photos for F1 and Year 6.

Reception Intake September 2024 Open Day

For parents of children who will be starting school in September 2024, we do not have official days where you can come and visit but we are open for viewing at any time; just ring the school office to make an appointment to look around the school.
Joyful Music Tuition

There are currently spaces for new students to start piano, guitar, ukulele and drum lessons at school.   Spaces for individual tuition are offered on a first come, first served basis.  To book lessons on any of these instruments, or just to register your interest, please fill out the Joyful Music Tuition form (available from the school office) and return it to the Joyful Music office address on the form.  All instruments are offered to children in Year 1 and above, depending on the size of your child.

 

Supporting the School Community
We would like to continue supporting our families by continuing with the Mill Lane Store, where those families who need extra help can come and help themselves to items such as tinned goods, pasta, cereal etc. To stock the store, we rely on donations form the whole school community. Last year we used the harvest festival celebrations as an ideal time to stock the shelves. The harvest festival this year will be on Wednesday 11th October at 9am and all families are welcome to join us. To stock our store, we would love donations of any tinned goods e.g. vegetables, fruit, beans, soup etc as well as pasta, rice, cereal, biscuits, crisps etc. Items with a long shelf life are excellent. It would also help if we had toiletries such as toothpaste, soap, shower gel, bubble bath. We really appreciated the support you gave us last year and hope it can continue this year. Our store also holds second hand uniform so if you desperately need uniform items pop over and have a look. The store is in the huts on the KS2 playground.
Yours sincerely,

Tineke van der Ploeg

Term Dates:
Please find below a list of term dates for this year:

Term 1: Tuesday 5th September 2023 to Friday 20th October 2023 
INSET Day Friday 1st September, Monday 4th September & Friday 6th October 
 
Term 2: Monday 30th October 2023 to Wednesday 20th December 2023 (1.30pm finish) 
 
Term 3: Tuesday 9th January 2024 to Friday 9th February 2024 

INSET Day Monday 8th January
 
Term 4: Monday 19th February 2024 to Thursday 28th March 2024 (1.30pm finish) 
 
Term 5: Monday 15th April 2024 to Friday 24th May 
Bank Holiday 6th May 2024 
 
Term 6: Tuesday 4th June 2024 to Wednesday 24th July 2024 (1.30pm finish) 
INSET Day Monday 3rd June  
Please note there has been a change to one of our INSET days due to the school having the opportunity to take part in shared Thame Partnership training. We now have an INSET day on Monday 8th January and will now be in school on Monday 15th April. Please contact me if this is going to cause a problem due to already arranged holidays.
Diary Dates  
Term 1

Friday 29th September:  Year 1 and 2 trip to Warwick castle
Monday 2nd October: MLSA AGM 

Tuesday 3rd October: Flu vaccinations

Thursday 5th October: Year 6 LWS open morning

Friday 6th October: INSET day – school closed

Week of Monday 9th October: Science Week

Wednesday 11th October: 9am Harvest Festival (parents are welcome)

Friday 13th October: KS2 cricket sessions

Tuesday 17th October: 9am Reception & KS1 phonics coffee morning

Friday 20th October: Last day of term

Term 2

Monday 30th October: Children return to school
Friday 3rd November: 6pm onwards MLSA Fireworks night

Tuesday 7th November: 9am KS2 phonics coffee morning

Wednesday 8th November: 10am Year 6 online safety talk

Week beginning Monday 13th November: Online safety week

Monday 13th November: Year 1 and Year 3 PC Ben talk

Monday 13th November: 3pm to 5.30pm Parents evening

Tuesday 14th November: Year 6 Ancient Greek workshop

Wednesday 15th November: 5pm – 8pm Parents Evening

Friday 17th November: Children in Need – Mufti Day (£1 donation)

Tuesday 21st November: School photos

Friday 1st December: 6pm Christmas Bazaar

Monday 11th December: 10am Reception Christmas dress rehearsal

Tuesday 12th December: 10am KS1 Christmas cress rehearsal

Tuesday 12th December: 2pm Reception Christmas performance

Wednesday 13th December: Christingle workshops

Wednesday 13th December: 2pm KS1 Christmas performance

Tuesday 14th December: 2pm KS2 ‘Rocking around the Christmas Tree’

Friday 15th December: 12pm School Panto visit

Tuesday 19th December: School Christmas Dinner (Wear your best Christmas outfit)

Wednesday 20th December: 1pm Christmas Family celebration

Wednesday 20th December: 1.30pm School closes for the holidays

Children return on Tuesday 9th January
