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Oxfordshire County Council

Mill Lane Community Primary School

The Windmill Community Nursery
Mill Lane   Chinnor   Oxfordshire   OX39 4RF

Head Teacher  Miss Tineke van der Ploeg

Telephone/fax 01844 352106

e-mail office.2465@mill-lane.oxon.sch.uk

Number 5                                                                                                                                                 Monday 24th April 2017
Dear Parents / Carers,
Welcome back and I hope you had an enjoyable Easter and holiday. As usual we have a very busy term planned which should end with the completion of the new library ready for the start of term 6. Just a quick reminder for everyone taking part in the extreme reading competition; entries must be in by Friday 28th April. 
Storytelling Evening

The annual storytelling evening has come around again and last year it was a great success with many families joining us for stories around the camp fire followed by hot chocolate and marshmallows. It was lovely to see so many parents reading books with their children and then trying some of the writing activities we had set up. We would be delighted to see as many of you as possible this year. The evening will take place on Wednesday 3rd May and will start at 6.30pm. Bring a book and, if you have it, a chair, we will provide the refreshments and warm fire!
May Day Celebrations

This year Mill Lane’s May Day celebrations will take place on Wednesday 3rd May at 9.30am and we hope lots of you will be able to attend. The celebration will take place on the back playground (weather permitting). Come and watch the Year 5 entertain us with traditional maypole dancing and see the May King and Queen crowned.

As usual, we are asking KS1 families to donate flowers that can be arranged around the May King and Queen and FS and KS2 families to donate plants for the gardens or money towards our garden development fund. Donations of money and plants help to ensure that our grounds are maintained and helps buy new plants and seeds for the vegetable patch. Mrs Milligan spends hours keeping the gardens and environmental area looking so fantastic and we are very grateful for her hard work. 
SATs / Assessments
The Year 6 children will be taking their KS2 SATs during the whole of the week beginning 8th May 2016. The Year 6 children can only take the SATS tests during this week and therefore it is really important that they attend school every day. Assessments for the Year 3 – 5 children will take place over a two week period at the start of term 6. The Year 1 have to take a Phonics Test which looks at how well children recognise and blend sounds. This test has to take place during the week beginning Monday 12th June. During May, Year 2 will also take part in statutory KS1 assessments. These tests take longer to administer as they are taken in small groups rather than as a whole class. We would ask that you make every effort to ensure your child is at school for the relevant period as it is important that they do the recognised tests alongside their class mates. If they are ill during this period, then the class teacher will try to arrange for them to sit the missed tests at the earliest opportunity.
Uniform

Now we are in the Summer Term we should hopefully be welcoming in warmer weather for longer periods of time. However, we would ask that you keep to the following guidelines:
· Children must not wear open toe sandals or sling backs for health and safety reasons. 
· Children need to wear appropriate clothing to protect them from the sun, it is important that they do not wear tops with thin straps e.g. for P.E. We also ask that children do not wear short shorts or short skirts. 

· Children should have a named sun hat and a water bottle with water. Sun cream should be named and cannot be shared between children in order to safeguard those children with allergies. We are also unable to administer sun cream to children so you might want to demonstrate this to them so they are able to apply sun cream on their own.

The Lost Property Rail is overflowing, please could you take a look for any lost items of clothing, it is just inside the hall door.  
School Council Book Sale

Even though we have ordered the new furniture for the library, we are continuing with the fund raising. The school council are working on another book sale. This will take place on Wednesday 10th May after school in the L-shape corridor. Again, there will be no prices; we will just accept any donation. 
Foundation Stage Teddy Bear’s Picnic

Windmill Nursery is very excited to invite families with children aged 1 – 5years old to join in with 2 community events to be held this summer. Join us at the Nursery on Wednesday 24th May from 10am to 2pm for a ‘Teddy Bears Picnic’. Bring your favourite teddy and a picnic and join us for a fun day of activities for families and bears! The garden and classroom will be open for crafts, stories / rhymes, a bear hunt and lots more. We are planning on having a picnic outside (weather permitting).

The second event is ‘Fun in the Sun’ on Wednesday 5th July from 10am to 2pm. Come along to the Nursery and enjoy our beach and water area, as well as join in with parachute games, participate in craft activities, have your face painted and lots more games and activities. Again, there will be a picnic outside and we would love you to join us for this.

All families with children aged 1-5years old are welcome to join us for the whole time or just pop in for an hour or so.  
INSET Day

There will be an INSET day on the first day of term 6 which is Monday 5th June. School will be closed but we will be offering a holiday club on this day. More information on this will follow nearer the time.
Yours sincerely,  
Tineke van der Ploeg

Term 5 Diary Dates
The Six Steps to Success focus for this term is Working Together
Monday 24th April: Children return to school
Monday 1st May: Bank Holiday Monday – School Closed

Wednesday 3rd May: 9.30am May Day celebrations
Wednesday 3rd May: 6.30pm Storytelling Night
Saturday 6th May: 5.30pm doors open for 6pm start of MLSA Bingo Night

Monday 8th – Friday 12th May: KS2 SATs
Wednesday 10th May: 3.05pm School Council Book Sale
Monday 22nd – Friday 26th May: Science week
Wednesday 24th May: 10am – 2pm FS Teddy Bears Picnic
Wednesday 24th May: 6.45pm New Children to Reception parent meeting

Friday 26th  May: Last day of term & Yr 1 & 2 trip to Greenwich museum
Term 6

The values for the month are Teamwork and Communication
Monday 5th June: INSET Day – School closed 
Tuesday 6th June: Children return to school
Wednesday 7th June: MLSA Bounce for books
Monday 12th June: Week of Year 1 phonic screening
Tuesday 13th June: Year 5 & 6 Childline workshops
Thursday 15th June: 4.30pm – 6pm Thame Partnership of Schools Sports Event
Monday 19th June: Junior choir perform at Dorchester Abbey
Wednesday 21st June: 3.30pm Fiver Challenge Bazaar
Saturday 1st July: MLSA Fun Day
Monday 3rd July: Reports go out to parents

Wednesday 5th July: Whole school walk
Thursday 7th July: 3.30pm Summer music concert

Friday 8th July: 10.45 - 12 Class swap

Monday 10th July: 3.30pm – 8pm Parent consultations
Tuesday 11th July: 2pm KS2 dress rehearsal

Wednesday 12th July:  2pm & 7pm KS2 performance
Friday 14th July: 10.45am Class swap
Monday 17th July: Sports Day & BBQ / Advanced Sports Fun afternoon
Friday 21st July: Last day of term & leaver’s assembly (1.30pm) & leavers disco
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