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Oxfordshire County Council

Mill Lane Community Primary School

The Windmill Community Nursery
Mill Lane   Chinnor   Oxfordshire   OX39 4RF

 Head Teacher  Miss Tineke van der Ploeg

Telephone/fax 01844 352106

e-mail office.2465@mill-lane.oxon.sch.uk

Number 4                                                                                               Monday 22nd February 2016       

Dear Parents / Carers,
Last term seemed to fly by and this term is just as short! The term ended with the choir performing at the O2 and I must admit it is the first time I have been. What an amazing experience and not just because we were sat up in the clouds! The children behaved superbly and performed brilliantly. We were part of a 7,805 strong choir. It was great to see so many parents supporting us. A big thank you to Zoe Varney and Judy Thompson who helped with the arrangements. The Nursery and Reception Class shared Chinese New Year celebrations with the Jack & Jill preschool. The children had a lovely time playing music, singing, dancing and trying different activities. We also had three very good class assemblies from Year 4 – 6. The range of work presented was excellent and the children have obviously been enjoying their topics.
Class Assemblies
Below are the dates for the remaining class assemblies including the rescheduled Class 3. All start at 9.05am:

Class 3 – Friday 26th February

Class 2 – Friday 4th March

Class 1 – Friday 11th March

I would also like to remind you that we will round off this term with our Easter / Spring family assembly on Thursday 24th March at 1.30pm. School will then close after the assembly at 2.15pm.
Charity Concert

I think I can confidently say that as a school we are fantastic, enthusiastic singers not only our choirs but all the children. I take a weekly singing assembly and I am always impressed with how well the children learn new songs and how the classes learn to sing different parts in a round. With that in mind, Mrs Thompson and I decided to put this to good use and share with everyone. We are holding a charity concert  to raise money for Sports Relief and Florence Nightingale Hospice. The choir will sing some of the songs from the O2 concert including dance moves which you may not have been able to see clearly on the night due to us being so high up. The rest of the school will then share some of the fun (never before heard!) songs we have been learning. The evening will be on Thursday 10th March and will start at 6pm. There will be more information nearer the time.
Parent Consultations
KS1 and KS2 parents will all receive a mid-year report for their child/children on Monday 7th March. The mid-year report will show the children’s current level in reading, writing and maths. I would like to remind you that there are no longer levels but the report will show whether your child is working at the expected level or whether they are below or above the expected level. There will also be a score which shows your child’s number age and reading age. This will enable you to see the progress they have made at the end of the year. The report also highlights what the children’s targets are in literacy and numeracy. 
Letters will soon be going out informing you of the next parent consultation evening with a reply slip enabling you to book an appointment to see your child’s class teacher. It will be held on Monday 14th March 3.30pm – 8.00pm. It will be an opportunity to discuss what was in the midyear reports.

A list of all forthcoming events is available at the end of this letter. We do try to keep to these dates as much as possible but sometimes it can be subject to change.
Attendance
As a school we are concerned by the number of children’s whose attendance is below 85%, as a result we have decided to include the following information which shows the effect on a child’s education from missing so much school.
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100% = 0 sessions/days lost to learning
60% of students vih over 95°% atfendance.
gain 5 or more A*C grades at GCSE

In a year 95% = 19 sessions
or 9% days lost to learning

45% of students with 90-95°% attendance gain
5 or more A" grades at GCSE

In a year 90% = 38 sessions =19 days =
nearly 4 weeks lost to learning

30% of students with 80 - 80% attendance gain
5 or more A*C grades at GCSE

In a year 80% = 76 sessions = 38 days =
nearly 8 weeks lost to learning

9% of students with less than 0% attendance.

gain 5 or more A*C grades at GCSE





It is important that even children at this young age should get in to the good habit of attending school regularly.
World Book Day

The annual World Book day will take place this year on Thursday 3rd March. As usual we will be holding our amazing ‘Book Factor’ competition over the course of this week with the finals being held on the Thursday. We will be holding a mufti day on Thursday 3rd and the children must come as a book character that they can name and talk about. There will be a prize for the best character in each class. 
Gold Star Award winners

On the last day of term I am pleased to say the following children received a Gold Star Award:
Austin Mason (Reception Class) – For a fantastic attitude and behaviour in class this week
Haydn Stacey (Reception Class) – Beginning to talk to Mrs Gordon
Mia Mawdsley (Class 1) – Trying hard in all lessons but especially in maths and dance
Nicole Shipperley (Class 1) – For being a fantastic member of the class who is always giving away her friendship tokens
Owen Madley (Class 1) – For being brilliant at tossing pancakes at after school club
Rachel Cheung (Class 2) – Improving her reading with expression
Joshua Hearn (Class 2) – Trying his best when reading tricky words
Libby Simpson (Class 3) – Always giving of her best and having such a good sense of humour
Owain Boyd Leslie (Class 3) – Trying especially hard this week in all aspects of his work but especially in writing
Isaac Godman (Class 4) – For a brave but very entertaining and well written robot story
Natasha Roberts (Class 4) – Brilliant teamwork and always trying her best in lessons
Faith Seymour (Class 5) – For her effort and concentration
Charlotte Davies (Class 5) – Having self belief

Megan Barrott (Class 5) – For all her hard work and effort

Amelia Keen and Hollie Batchelor (Class 6) – Always showing a positive attitude towards their learning

Finally, I’m pleased to end the letter by mentioning 2 children who received a Headteacher’s Gold Star Badge for superb work. Firstly, Amelia Green (Class 2)  for a fantastic witch story and also Joel Witney (Class 4) for independently writing a great story and showing such a big improvement. .
Congratulations to all the children who received an award in the last week.

Yours sincerely,

Tineke van der Ploeg 
Diary Dates for Term 4

The Six Steps to Success focus for this term is Open your Mind
February
Monday 22nd  February: Children return to school
Friday 26th February: 9.05am Class 3 family assembly
Friday 26th February: 4.30pm MLSA Film Night
Monday 29th February: Little choir sing at Darby & Joan club
March
Thursday 3rd March: World Book Day (Mufti Day)
Friday 4th March: 9.05am Class 2 assembly

Friday 4th March: MLSA Mothers Day Bring & Buy sale

Saturday 5th March: MLSA ball

Monday 7th March: Midyear reports go out
Wednesday 9th March: Year 1 & 6 height and weight checks

Thursday 10th March: 6pm Charity Concert

Friday 11th March: 9.05am Class 1 assembly

Monday 14th March: 3.30pm – 8.30pm Parent consultations

Friday 18th March: MLSA Easter disco
Wednesday 23rd March: 3pm Cake sale in aid of SSNAP

Thursday 24th March: Last day of term

Thursday 24th March: 1.30pm Family Assembly
We return to school on Monday 11th April.
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